LGB

ALLIANCE
CYMRU

Jeff Cuthbert, Police & Crime Commissioner, Gwent
Pam Kelly, Chief Constable, Gwent

LESBIAN, GAY & BISEXUAL ALLIANCE CYMRU

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE

CHURCHILL WAY

CARDIFF CF10 2DX

Igballiancecymru.gmail.com (preferred) 15 April 2022

Dear Mr Cuthbert and Ms Kelly,

We are deeply disappointed that you have continued to repeat the unproven slur and urban
myth that ‘sharps are hidden behind stickers’.

Your force is quoted in today’s BBC coverage (https://bbc.in/3MbiJUX) implying that Ms
Swayne was involved in such behaviour. Surely if you had any grounds for such an
allegation, charges would have been brought. Instead, they have been dropped. It’s difficult
to escape the conclusion that continued repetition of the groundless assertion of sharps
behind stickers and the linking of this to Ms Swayne could constitute targeted harassment.

We are deeply concerned at your continuing attacks on women speaking up for sex-based
rights. You have taken a straightforward statement of fact about male violence against
women and turned it into some kind of transphobic attack. This nonsense has grave
implications for your policing of our communities.

We reiterate the concerns in our letter of 25 February 2022, to which you have not
bothered to reply. Such disregard further illustrates your profound disrespect. You should at
the very least, be negating or clarifying these myths about sharps.

We ask you therefore:

e torelease the details of all such reports received in full;

e to confirm that in fact, no such sharps were observed at any time, by any officer or
any employee of the local authority;

e again, that you meet with us to discuss these issues, and in particular how our
communities can have trust in your approach to policing.

As we have not received any earlier reply we will be publishing this letter together with the
statement made jointly with other campaign groups last week.

Yours sincerely,

LGB Alliance Cymru
https://lgballiancecymru.wales




